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Being the junction point of important roads of 

the world, Kocaeli and its vicinity is found to be 

settled since prehistoric ages, B.C. 3000

A new city called NIKOMEDIA had been the 

center of gradually rising between Bythinian 

Kingdom. Nicomedia, became a big Hellenistic 

city. It was donated to the Romans in B.C. 91-

94. By Emperor Diocletionus time in B.C. 284 

Nicomedia has become the fourth largest city 

after Rome, Antakya, Alexandria.

At the last quarter of the 11th century, Nicom-

edia was conquered by Seljuks. The city feel 

under the reign of Ottomans during Orhan 

Ghazi era The name of the province, which was 

Iznikmid which means neighbor of Iznik at the 

beginning, changed to Kocaeli in time.
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Kocaeli is surrounded by Sakaryaon the east and southeast, Bursa on the south, İstanbul 

and Yalova provinces, İzmit Gulf, Marmara Sea on the west,Black Sea on the north. Acre-

age of province is 3.418 km2.

The distance from Kocaeli to İstanbul is 85 km.  New İstanbul International Airport locat-

ed on the north of İstanbul and Sabiha Gökçen International Airport  operating on the 

east are in close vicinity, Kocaeli is bound to Ankara via TEM motorway. New İstanbul 

International Airport is 135 km away and  Sabiha Gökçen International Airport  is 50 km 

away. On the other hand, Cengiz Topel Airport, which is the 15 km away from the city 

center, is completed within the scope of the tender in 2011.

Coast, whereas, a rather severe climate prevails in the mountainous parts. It can be stat-

ed that it constitutes a transition between Mediterranean climate and Black Sea climate. 

Summers are hot with low precipitation, winters are rainy, snowing from time to time, 

and cold in the city center.

Flora of Kocaeli displays significant diffrences between the coast and mountainous are-

as. Mediterranean flora substitutes for the plant communities indigeneous the Black Sea 

from north to south. Area between Samanlı Mountains and Black Sea coast is covered 

with dense and hygrophilous forests. These forests mostly consist of beech. Horn beam, 

chestnut and oak also join to beech at some regions. Higher parts of Samanlı Mountains 

are covered by confirales. Maquis, which are indigenous to Mediterranean climate, are 

encountered on the north and east of İzmit Gulf.

There are copper, lead, zinc, barite, mercury, cement raw materials, dolomite, quartzite 

and marble deposits in Kocaeli.
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Receiving their economic value from cultur-

al assets and products, visual arts and per-

formance arts, tourism facilities, displays and 

events can be counted as the culture tourism 

industries.

Kocaeli is a convenient province for spreading 

the cultural activities in terms of its regional 

history, natural legacy and existence of infra-

structure facilities towards realization of vari-

ous activities.
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Vicinity of Kocaeli to metropolises and especially easy access turns the region into an 

attraction center in tourism in terms of investments and investors and domestic tourist. 

Emphasizing the utilization facility of a large mass from İstanbul and Ankara of Kocaeli 

as excursion torism potential especially at weekends and diffrent characteristics of cer-

tain cities, districts and towns in the region for excursion tourism will enable achieve-

ment of a distinct potential in this respect.

In addition to the conventional and excursion tourism, there are also congress and exhi-

bition tourism, winter tourism, sport tourism, hunting and fishing, health tourism, ther-

mal tourism, historical tourism, nature tourism, ecotourism- rural tourism activities in 

Kocaeli.

There are 6, 5 star hotels in Kocaeli, 13, 4 star hotels, 16, 3 star hotel. The hotel bed 

capacity is 7212. Number of visitors of facilities (with Municipality Certificate+ Tourism 

Operation Certificate) is 428.762. people, number of foreign visitors of facilities (with 

Municipality Certificate+ Tourism Operation Certificate) is 85.585 people.
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There are two universities in Kocaeli, Kocaeli 

University and Gebze Technical University. The 

researc facilities operating within the higher 

education institutions in Kocaeli enables direct 

conveyance of the generated academic knowl-

edge to community and industry. In addition 

to the technical research centers, existence of 

continuing education centers and economic, 

politic and social research centers assumes 

important roles in terms of acceleration social 

development.
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As of 2018, Kocaeli University has been engaging in academic activities in a total of 48 

academic units consisting of 3 institutes, 17 faculties, 1 Public Conservatory, 6 schools, 21 

Vocational Schools on campuses.

In the university, there are a total of 83. 103 students, 6.442 of which are students of 

institutes, 39.409 are faculty students, 3.234 are school students, 33.945 are vocational 

school students.  In Kocaeli University, there are a total of 1.186 foreign students.

As of 2018, Gebze Technical University is engaging in academic activities in a total of 8 

units consisting of 4 institutes and 4 faculties on 2 campuses in Çayırova and Muallim-

köy. In the university, there are a total of 7.492 students, 3.764 of which are students of 

institutes and 3.728 are faculty students.
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KOCAELİ TAX REVENUES

In 2018 the total tax value assessed was around 

83.594.843.000 TL and around 77.099.895.000 

TL of it collected. With 92,23% tax collection 

ratio, Kocaeli become a leader in Turkey’s tax 

collection list. Kocaeli also has 10,45% share in 

Turkey’s 2018 total tax revenue. 

As the second biggest industrialized city in 

Turkey, Kocaeli makes up the 13% of the total 

mannufacturing industry in Turkey. The major 

sectors in Kocaeli are automotive and automo-

tive supply industry, chemical and petrochem-

ical, machinery, plastic, iron and steel sectors.
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The largest company of Turkey, TÜPRAŞ Petroleum Refining Facilities the biggest chem-

ical industry that makes up the 26% share in the Manufacturing Industry of Turkey. As of 

2018, there are around 2.500 industry investments in Kocaeli and 191 of which is foreign 

capital investments.

Kocaeli has  Muallimköy Information Valley, 13  industrial zones, 3 technoparks, 2 free 

trade regions. Vessels and yacht industry Free Trade Zone named KOSBAŞ. Infrastruc-

ture facilities in the sectors of dam, nature gas, communication, electricity, waste incin-

eration Kocaeli has been a region preferred by companies operating in automotive in-

dustry due to its location and logistic superiority. 4 large automotive companies located 

in Kocaeli and they make up the 31,9% of vehicle production in Automotive Industry of 

Turkey. The share of these companies in the automotive exports of Turkey has been 45%.

Competitive, advanced-technology and high value-added investments has started pick-

ing up 

Even though Kocaeli is 6th smallest province of Tukey, it makes the 19,7% of the foreign 

trade of Turkey that values at 77.097.533.090 USD
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7 Reasons to Invest in Kocaeli

1. Rapidly growing domestic market

2. Mature and dynamic private sector

3. Liberal, secure & incentivized investment 

environment

4. Supply of high quality and cost-effective 

labor force

5. Institutionalized economy and customs 

union with EU countries

6. Developed infrastructure

7. Competitive tax system
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•	 That produces strategic products of the country by its clustered industry,

•	  That generates information via its universities, technology centers, techno-parks and 

informatics valley, turning it into products in its industry,

•	  That possesses a community who uses high technology and generates innovation, 

whose entire industry is settled at planned industrial zones in compliance with legisla-

tion and in a way to enable environmental sustainability,

•	  That has achieved agriculture,tourism and industry balance in the meantime becoming 

nature friendly,

•	  That directs the country via its SMEs and companies and is at peace with its city,

•	  That assumed the function of a regional transfer, logistic center via its strong trans-

portation connections and reinforced its position as the gateway of Turkey to World,

•	  That makes diffrence with its quality of living, where inhabitants enjoy living,

•	   That provides exemplary services at world standards in education and health,

•	  That is a brand in tourism, self-sufficient and is the first place to have holiday at in a 

short time,

•	 That is prepared for all disaster risks according to world standards

Vision of Kocaeli  is 
being a city
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According to the estimates of the Electrici-

ty Distribution Company, Turkey’s electricity 

needs will increase at a rate of 6%per year be-

tween 2009 to 2023.

The liberalization of the energy market has 

been underway followed by the Turkish energy 

sector recorded a rapid growth and private sec-

tor has provided some long-term investments
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The Turkish Government, providing new incentives for renewable energy investors in var-

ious energy projects in Turkey. In order to meet the energy need, investments a total of 

about US $ 130 billion estimated to be reached by 2023.

Due to its strategic location between Asia and Europe, Turkey is an important functioning 

energy base Turkey has rivers and lakes that are offering excellent opprtunities for large 

and small scale energy companies (approximately 36,000 MW in potential energy)

Turkey’s geothermal energy potential ranks 7th in the world and 3th in Europe.

Turkey bio disel and bio ethanol, with high potential in the fields of agriculture and installed 

capacity of Europe’s bio fuel supply center.

To establish a cammon energy market with the EU, Turkey plans to merge its energy system 

with European Union network for the Coordination of Transmission of Electricity Energy 

System (UCTE) 

The Government, offers the guaranteed tariff incentives for investments in a renewable 

energy secto



To
ur

is
m

  S
ec

to
r

The touristic services, facilities, amenities and 

infrastructure in the region allow people to do 

many alternative touristic activities such as;

Traditional tourism (sea, sand and Sun),

Daily tourism, convention and exhibition  tour-

ism,

Winter tourism, sports tourism, golf tourism,

Bird watching tourism, Outdoor Sports, hunt-

ing and fishing,

Thermal tourism, health tourism,

Elderly Tourism- Geriatrics Wellness and Spa 

Tourism,

Cultural tourism, History Tourism, The Arts 

tourism (traditional crafts),

Faith tourism,

Gastronomic tourism, Cave tourism, Photogra-

phy-Photo Safari, Nature tourism, Plateau 

tourism, Eco tourism-rural tourism, Port 

tourism
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Food and beverage sector contributed to Turkey’s total export by about 8% in 2018 and 

created about 10 billion US dollars revenue in total Turkish food, beverage and tobacco 

sector, one of the most attractive areas for foreign investors. Because profitable investment 

opportunities, excellent rate for foreign direct investments in the last decade, the sector 

attracted about 4 billion US dollars.

Food
Industry
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The total production capacity of automotive 

companies in Turkey a little over 2.05 million 

and half of the this volume is being produced 

in the East Marmara Region. Between 2010 

and 2017 the annual compound growth rate 

in the production observed as 55.51%. In 2018, 

production reached 2.046.437 units annually.
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According to the clusters analysis; the automotive sector is the second largest sector in the East 

Marmara Region. When it comes to employment automotive sector is the second one next to 

trade sector that employes high number of workers.

Companies located in Gebze TOSB (TAYSAD Organized Industrıal Zone) are the first and only 

operating automotive parts producers in Kocaeli and have the privilege of being Globally Spe-

cialized organized industrial zone and distinguished by being the first choice of the domestic 

and foreign investments in Turkey. In TOSB currently, there are about 100 active members and 

employed 10.000 people working factories.

The Largest Automotive Companies in the Region 

Organization Name City Production Area

ANADOLU ISUZU KOCAELİ TRUCK, PICKUP TRUCK, 
MINIBUS

FORD OTOSAN KOCAELİ TRUCK, PICKUP TRUCK, 
MINIBUS

HONDA TURKEY KOCAELİ AUTOMOBILE

HYUNDAI ASSAN KOCAELİ AUTOMOBILE,PICKUP 
TRUCK,MINIBUS

OTOKAR SAKARYA PICKUP TRUCK,MINIBUS,
MIDIBUS

TOYOTA SAKARYA AUTOMOBILE

ASKAM KOCAELİ TRUCK, PICKUP TRUCK,MINIBUS



Opened in 2001. Transit and Transit Connect is manufactured in Kocaeli factory. The Kocaeli Plant’s annual pro-

duction capacity is 455.000. Thanks to the Turkish workers skills and the used highly advanced technology. Ford 

Kocaeli plant has been main production center since 2004.

Toyota Turkey manufactures lots of models and it’s located in Sakarya. The biggest chunck of the production 

are being exported to Europe and to 40 different countries. Toyota’s annual production capacity is 280.000 

vehicles as a result it is one of the largest 10 factories outside of Toyota’s.

Ford Otosan Kocaeli
Factory

Toyota Turkey



Factory was launched in September 1997 on an area of 1 million m2. Initially established with an investment of 180 

million USD, factory now has a production capacity of 245.000 units.

The Şekerpınar plant started operating in 1997. Since January 2003, factory has been operating as Honda Tur-

key Co as 100% is being owned by Honda Motor Co. The plant is the second one that is operating in Europe. 

Factory now has a production capacity of 50.000 units.

Hyundai
Assan

Honda Turkey
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It is observed that supplier industries started 

moving into the region as the main industries 

do. The strong presence of the main automo-

tive industry in the region have the İstanbul 

companies move their new automotive suppli-

er plants into the region. Because of Kocaeli’s 

strategic location it doesn’t disturb the supply 

chain of the production and it allows main 

automotive industry to situate their supplier 

plants in Kocaeli.
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Chemistry Sector

Machinery Manufacturing  Sector

Information Technology Sector

Chemical industry provides key inputs into many industries such as automotive, leather 

products, glass, textile and paper products. The main export products of Turkish chemical 

industry are petrochemicals, fertilizers, pharmaceuticals, synthetic fiber and yarn, soaps 

and detergents and paints. Turkey’s total foreign capital accounted in chemical industry is 

13% and there are 300 foreign companies that invest in Turkey in the sector.

A large part of the Turkish machinery industry that makes up the large part of the country’s 

industrial production is extremely open to innovation, competition and SME’s enterprises. 

It’s rapidly growing at the rate of 18% annualy. In 2018, it reached 17.1 billion US dollars that 

is %10.2 of the country’s total export. The main countries to which Turkish machinery indus-

try do export are Germany, United Kingdom, Italy and France.

In compliance with Information Society action master plan, in order to turn Turkey into a 

production and operation hub of the International Information Technology companies in 

Kocaeli.  In the context of the adoption of the EU’s information technology practices and 

e-transformation master plan and the national information society strategy, Information 

Society Action Plan and specialized Commission work-shops carried out.



Distribution of Kocaeli Population by years (person)

Population Density of Turkey (person)

Migration data for 2018 (Person) 



Distribution of Female-Male Population by Provinces in Kocaeli in 2018 (person) 

Records by Age Groups in Kocaeli (person)



Provinces That Gave the Most Migration to Kocaeli in 2018 (person)

Number of Students in Kocaeli in Different Academic Years



Registers by Vocations in Kocaeli in 2018 (person)

Ports



TOURISM  
Accommodation Facilities with Tourism Operation Certificate in Kocaeli   



Number of registered vehicles in Kocaeli  



Organized Industrial Zones in Kocaeli 

FOREIGN TRADE
Kocaeli Foreign Trade Data (Million dollars) 



Share of Kocaeli in Exports from Turkey (%)

Share of Kocaeli in Imports to Turkey (%)

Comparison of the Investment Sectors



Kocaeli Exports by Countries



Kocaeli Imports by Countries 
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